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To: Customs Departments of provinces and cities. 

The General Department of Vietnam Customs has received complaints of entities regarding the implementation of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC dated May 31, 2023 of the Ministry of Finance. For the purpose of unified implementation of the Circular, the General Department of Vietnam Customs remarks: 

1. Regarding submission of proof of goods origin, conform to Article 12 of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC. 

In respect of goods under Schedule of Appendix V of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC that are goods potentially causing harm to social safety, community health, or environmental hygiene and requiring control, entities shall rely on Clause 2 Article 12 and Schedule V attached to Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC to implement. 

2. Regarding inspection and cross-examination of C/O information on website provided by competent authority of exporting countries, conform to Clause 4 Article 12 and Clause 1 Article 15 of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC, to be specific: 

- If C/O is issued on national or ASEAN Single-window website or website notified by competent authority of exporting country, customs authority shall rely on C/O information on customs declaration to cross-examine and verify legitimacy of the C/O provided on national or ASEAN Single-window website or the website notified by competent authority of exporting country and determine preferential tax rates as per the law; customs declarants are not required to submit C/O. 

- If website of competent authority of exporting country does not provide sufficient C/O information to enable customs authority to adequately determine legitimacy of the C/O, customs authority shall, in addition to cross-examining and inspecting C/O information on the website, cross-examine and inspect C/O in form of electronic data or physical document converted to electronic form (scanned copies) submitted by customs declarants via Customs data processing system, instruments in customs dossiers, and physical goods inspection results (if any) in order to determine legitimacy of the C/O. 

Entities shall look up C/O information on website provided by competent authority of exporting country and notified by General Department of Vietnam Customs in order to examine and determine legitimacy of the C/O as per the law. 

3. Regarding procedures for rejecting proof of goods origin under the CPTPP: 

If customs authority has sufficient grounds for determining proof of goods origin as illegitimate, rejection procedures shall be implemented at the time of customs clearance. 

If customs authority lacks sufficient grounds for immediate rejection at the time of customs clearance, verification procedures according to Article 19 of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC shall be implemented. If verification results indicate that proof of goods origin is ineligible for preferential treatment, the General Department of Vietnam Customs shall notify and request exporters or manufacturers or competent authority of exporting country to provide additional information relevant to goods origin within 90 days from the date on which the General Department of Vietnam Customs sends the notice. If provided information is appropriate, rejection procedures shall be implemented as per the law. 

4. Regarding verification of legitimacy of proof of goods origin in respect of import coal in order to determine whether goods are eligible for preferential tax rates according to Free Trade Agreement: 

If customs authority inspects and deems certificate of origin provided on national or ASEAN Single-window websites or on website notified by competent authority of exporting country or submitted to customs authority by customs declarant via Customs data processing system satisfactory to minimum information under Clause 3 Article 15 of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC, import goods shall be subject to preferential import tax rates or regular tax rates and granted customs clearance. 

5. Deduction of certificate of goods origin shall conform to Article 22 of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC, where in case of shipments with the same contracts, commercial invoices and imported over multiple occasions and/or voyages, the proof of origin shall be used for making import quantity monitoring sheet. 

6. Regarding guarantee for tax difference, conform to Clause 1 and Clause 6 Article 12 of Circular No. 33/2023/TT-BTC. 

The General Department of Vietnam Customs shall acknowledge difficulties and include calculation in development digital customs in order to assist customs clearance/goods clearance for cases where tax guarantee is applied in accordance with this Circular. 

For your information and implementation./. 
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