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CIRCULAR
GOOD AGRICULTURAL AND COLLECTION PRACTICES FOR HERBAL MATERIALS 
AND PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR COLLECTING NATURAL HERBAL MATERIALS
Pursuant to the Law on Pharmacy No. 105/2016/QH13 dated April 06, 2016;
Pursuant to Decree No. 75/2017/ND-CP dated June 20, 2017 of the Government on functions, tasks, powers, and organizational structure of the Ministry of Health;
At the request of the Director General of the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam,
The Minister of Health promulgates the Circular on the good agricultural and collection practices for herbal materials and principles, standards for collecting natural herbal materials.
Chapter I
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Article 1. Scope
This Circular prescribes issuance, application and inspection of compliance with good agricultural and collection practices for herbal materials and principles and standards for collecting herbal materials; the roadmap for application thereof by herbal material cultivation and collection facilities and natural herbal material collection facilities.

Article 2. Regulated entities
1. This Circular applies to herbal material cultivation and collection facilities (hereinafter referred to as “facilities”) and organizations whose operations involve management of herbal material cultivation and collection.

2. This Circular does not apply to persons cultivating and collecting herbal materials and persons collecting natural herbal materials.

Article 3. Term interpretation
In this Circular, terms below are construed as follows:

1. “Good agricultural and collection practices of herbal materials” (hereinafter referred to as “GACP for herbal materials”) refer to the appropriate principles and technical standards adopted during the cultivation, collection, primary processing, transport and storage of herbal materials to ensure adequate quality, safety and effectiveness of the herbal materials and products of herbal origin.

2. “Principles and standards for collecting natural herbal materials” refer to the appropriate methods and techniques adopted during the collection, primary processing, processing, transport and storage of natural herbal materials to ensure adequate quality, safety and effectiveness of the herbal materials and products of herbal origin.

Article 4. Fees and charges
Facilities applying for inspection, periodic inspection and inspection of change with respect to GACP – compliant herbal materials and principles and standards for collecting natural herbal materials must pay appraisal fees as set forth under Circular No. 277/2016/TT-BTC dated November 14, 2016 of the Ministry of Finance on fee amount, fee collection, submission, management and use in pharmacy and cosmetics. 

Chapter II
ISSUANCE AND APPLICATION OF GOOD AGRICULTURAL AND COLLECTION PRACTICES OF HERBAL MATERIALS AND PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR COLLECTING NATURAL HERBAL MATERIALS 
Article 5. Issuance, application of good agricultural and collection practices of herbal materials and principles and standards for collecting natural herbal materials
1. Vietnam’s “Good agricultural and collection practices of herbal materials and extracting principles, standards of natural herbal materials” (Vietnam GACP) are provided in Annex III attached to this Circular.

2. Publicize the principles and standards of “Good agricultural and collection practices of herbal materials” recommended by the World Health Organization (GACP – WHO) under the Annex IV attached to this Circular.

Article 6. Application of good agricultural and collection practices of herbal materials and principles and standards for collecting natural herbal materials
1. The herbal material cultivation and collection facilities or natural herbal material collection facilities must comply with Vietnam’s GACP mentioned in the Annex III attached to this Circular by January 01, 2030.

2. The GACP – WHO mentioned in the Annex IV attached to this Circular and updated documents publicized on the website of the Ministry of Health or the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam shall be voluntarily applied by facilities.

Article 7. Updating of GACP – WHO documents
1. If World Health Organization revises “Good agricultural and collection practices of herbal materials” provided in the Annex IV attached to this Circular, the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam shall translate the revisions and publicize translations thereof on its website and website of Ministry of Health for review, updating and application purposes.

2. Every facility must apply the updated GACP - WHO documents no later than 12 months from the date on which such documents are publicized on the website of the Ministry of Health or the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam.

Chapter III
INSPECTION OF COMPLIANCE WITH GACP FOR HERBAL MATERIALS AND PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR COLLECTING NATURAL HERBAL MATERIALS
Article 8. Cases for of inspection, periodic inspection, inspection of change, revocation of Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials certificate and its effective period
1. A facility shall apply for inspection of compliance with GACP for herbal material in the following cases:

a) Its herbal material has not been inspected, declared compliant with GACP or issued with the Certificate of GACP for herbal material or the valid notice of receipt of declaration of compliance with GACP issued before the effective date of this Circular;

b) Its herbal material has been declared compliant with or issued with the Certificate of compliance with GACP but it changes or opens a herbal material cultivation and collection site in the area whose geography, soil and climate are different from those of the herbal material cultivation and collection site previously complying with GACP; or changes its entire herbal material cultivation, collection and processing process..

2. It applies for inspection of maintenance of compliance with GACP when the effective period publicized on the website of the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam ends or when the effective period of the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials ends.

3. It applies for inspection of change during the effective period of the declaration or the GACP qualification if any change is made, except for the case specified in Point b Clause 1 of this Article.

4. The Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials is revoked or the declaration of compliance with GACP posted on the website of the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam is removed in any of the following cases:

a) The herbal material cultivation and collection facility fails to comply with GACP;

b) The facility fails to take corrective actions within the time limit, delays corrective actions or deliberately fails to take corrective actions.

5. The effective period of the declaration of compliance with GACP or the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials is 03 years from the date of declaration or issuance.

Article 9. Documents used as the basis for inspection of compliance with GACP
1. An application form made by following Form No. 1A in the Annex I to this Circular.

2. A verified copy of the establishment decision or the business registration certificate or the investment license (with respect to the case specified in Point a Clause 1 Article 8 of this Circular).

3. An organizational structure (which specifies key personnel of each department: full names, titles, qualifications and experience). If the facility includes multiple households, attach a list of full names, address, cultivation and collection sites, their area, and the procurement contracts between the facility and the households/their representatives.

4. A map indicating plots of the cultivation and collection sites and descriptions of the cultivation, primary processing, processing and storage areas.

5. The plan, contents and results of the GACP training provided for the employees of the facility in the year of submission.

6. The herbal material cultivation, collection and processing process developed by the facility or developed by applying the scientific research results or published documents.

7. The results of self-inspection conducted according to criteria provided in the Annex II to this Circular.

8. A verified copy of packing list of forestry products confirmed by the forest protection authority according to Circular No. 27/2018/TT-BNNPTNT dated November 26, 2018 of the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development on management and tracing of forest products with respect to natural herbal materials.

Article 10. Documents used as the basis for periodic inspection of compliance with GACP
1. An application form for periodic inspection of compliance with GACP , which is made by following Form No. 1B under Annex I to this Circular.

2. A report on operation of the facility after 03 years of GACP implementation, which is made by following Form No. 5A under Annex I to this Circular. The report must clearly indicate the changes taking place during the operation and thus affecting the GACP maintenance and compliance (if any).

Article 11. Documents used as the basis for inspection of change with respect to GACP-compliant herbal materials
1. An application form for change made by following Form No. 1C under Annex I to this Circular.

2. A report on changes, which is made by following Form No. 5B under Annex I to this Circular. The report must clearly indicate the changes taking place during the operation and thus affecting the GACP maintenance and compliance.

3. Documents specified in Clauses 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 Article 9 of this Circular if any change is made.

Article 12. Procedures and sequence of inspection of compliance with GACP
1. Receipt of application:

The facility applying for inspection of compliance with GACP shall submit 01 application and 01 CD or USB containing the documents specified in Article 9 of this Circular and pay the appraisal fee as set forth by the Minister of Finance to the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam (hereinafter referred to as "the receiving authority”) whether in person, by post or online through the online public service system of Ministry of Health

2. Sequence of receipt and appraisal of the application:

a) Upon receiving the complete application, the receiving authority shall a note of receipt following Form No. 02 under Annex I to this Circular. If the application is incomplete as per law, the receiving authority shall request the facility to complete the application if it is submitted in person or within 10 working days from the date on which the application is received, the receiving authority shall request the facility in writing to complete the application as per law if it is submitted by post or online.

b) Within 05 working days from the date on which the satisfactory application is received, the receiving authority shall establish an inspectorate and send the facility the decision on inspectorate establishment, which specifies the estimated time of the site inspection.

Within 15 working days from the date of issuing the decision, the inspectorate shall carry out a site inspection at the facility.

3. Inspection procedures:

a) Step 1. The inspectorate shall publish the establishment decision, inspection purposes, contents and plan at the facility;

b) Step 2. The facility shall produce a brief on organizational structure, personnel and application of GACP or the specific contents based on the details of the inspection session.

c) Step 3. The inspectorate shall conduct site inspection of application of GACP at the facility. If the facility enters one or some stages of the manufacturing process, only GACP applied to such stages is inspected;

d) Step 4. The inspectorate shall have a talk with the facility about deficiencies detected during the inspection process (if any); discuss with the facility if it disagrees with the inspectorate about each deficiency or about level of GACP compliance;

dd) Step 5. An inspection record is prepared and signed as follows:

After the site inspection is done, the inspectorate shall prepare an inspection record following Form No. 4A under Annex I to this Circular. The inspection record must illustrate the members of the inspectorate, location, date and scope of the inspection, and disagreements between the inspectorate and the facility (if any). The head of the facility and chief of the inspectorate then sign the inspection record. The record shall be made into 03 copies: 01 copy shall be archived at the facility, 02 copies shall be archived at the receiving authority.

e) Step 6. The inspection report is finalized as follows:

The inspectorate shall prepare a GACP inspection report following Form No. 4B under Annex I to this Circular.

The inspectorate must complete the inspection within 20 days.

4. Level of GACP compliance:

The inspection of facility’s compliance with GACP provided in the Annex V to this Circular shall be carried out according to the following 03 levels:

a) GACP level 1 facility;

b) GACP level 2 facility;

c) GACP level 3 facility.

Article 13. Processing results of inspection of compliance with GACP
1. If the GACP inspection report concludes GACP level 1 facility set forth under Point a Clause 4 Article 12 of this Circular:

Within 10 working days from the date on which the inspection record is signed, the receiving authority shall publish results of GACP inspection on its website following Form No. 06 under Annex I to this Circular. If the facility applies for both issuance of the certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials and inspection of GACP compliance, the receiving authority shall issue the said qualification following Form No. 03 under Annex I to this Circular.

2. If the GACP inspection report concludes GACP level 2 facility set forth under Point b Clause 4 Article 12 of this Circular:

a) Within 05 working days from the date on which the inspection record is signed, the receiving authority shall send the GACP inspection report to the facility;

b) After completing deficiency rectification, within 30 days, the facility must issue a rectification report including a plan and evidence (documents, files, photos, videos or other documentary evidence) showing the completion of rectification of the deficiencies specified in the GACP inspection report;

c) Within 20 days from the date on which the rectification report is received, the receiving authority shall assess the result of deficiency rectification by the facility and conclude the level of its GACP compliance:

- If the result of deficiency rectification makes the facility comply with GACP: the receiving authority shall publish a list of herbal materials that have undergone inspection of compliance with GACP following Form No. 06 under Annex I to this Circular. If the facility applies for both issuance of the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials and inspection of GACP compliance, the receiving authority shall issue the said qualification following Form No. 03 under Annex I to this Circular;

- If the result of deficiency rectification shows that the facility still fails to comply with GACP, the receiving authority shall issue a notice specifying reasons thereof.

d) Within 06 months from the date on which the additional documents are requested in writing by the receiving authority, the facility shall submit them as requested. If the facility fails to satisfy such request by the mentioned deadline or the application is not satisfactory within 12 months from the first time it is submitted, the application will be rejected.

3. If the GACP inspection report concludes GACP level 3 facility set forth under Point c Clause 4 Article 12 of this Circular, within 05 working days from the date on which the inspection record is signed, the receiving authority shall send a notice of failure to satisfy GACP together with the GACP inspection report to the facility.

4. If the facility disagrees with the deficiency stated by the inspectorate, within 30 days from the date on which the inspectorate issues the GACP inspection report or the rectification inspection report, the facility shall send a written representation to the receiving authority together with the evidence (documents, files, photos, videos or other relevant documentary evidence).

Within 10 working days from the date on which the written representation of the facility is received, the receiving authority shall review the GACP assessment report and the written representation of the facility, and if necessary, consult relevant experts and respond the facility in writing. The written response must specify the agreements and disagreements with the written representation sent by the facility. The abovementioned length of time shall not add to the time limit for inspection period.

Article 14. Sequence and process of periodic inspection of maintenance of compliance with GACP
1. Before 30 days from the expiration date of the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials or the expiration date publicized on website of Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam, the facility shall submit 01 application for the periodic inspection of the maintenance of compliance with GACP as specified in Article 10 of this Circular to the receiving authority directly, via post offices or online via the online public service system of the Ministry of Health.

2. If the facility fails to submit the application for periodic inspection of maintenance of compliance with GACP before the deadline specified in Clause 1 of this Article, within 15 days from the expiration date of the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials, the receiving authority shall request the facility in writing to submit the periodic inspection application as per law.

3. Within 45 days from the date on which the receiving authority issues the request, the facility must submit the periodic inspection application for compliance with GACP together with an explanation for the delayed submission. If the facility fails to submit the dossier after such deadline, the receiving authority shall examine and inspect the GACP satisfactory maintenance of the facility as per law, prepare the record following Form No. 4C under Annex I to this Circular.

The dossier acceptance, appraisal procedures and the process of periodic inspection of GACP satisfactory maintenance shall comply with provisions under Clause 2 and Clause 3 Article 12 of this Circular.

4. After submitting the application mentioned above before the deadline specified in Clause 1 of this Article, the facility may continue their herbal material cultivating activities complying with GACP until the results of the periodic inspection of maintenance of compliance with GACP are produced.

Article 15. Processing results of periodic inspection of maintenance of compliance with GACP
1. If the GACP inspection report concludes GACP level 1 facility set forth under Point a Clause 4 Article 12 of this Circular:

Within 10 working days from the date on which the inspection record is signed, the receiving authority shall publicize on their website the GACP satisfactory results following Form No. 06 under Annex I to this Circular. If the facility applies for both issuance of the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials and inspection of GACP compliance, the receiving authority shall issue the said qualification following Form No. 03 under Annex I to this Circular.

2. If the GACP inspection report concludes GACP level 2 facility set forth under Point b Clause 4 Article 12 of this Circular:

a) Within 05 working days from the date on which the inspection record is signed, the receiving authority shall send the GACP inspection report to the facility to enable them to rectify, remedy the deficiencies and send the rectification report to the receiving authority;

b) Within 30 days from the date on which the receiving authority sends the GACP inspection report, the facility must issue the rectification report including the plan and evidence (documents, files, photos, videos, certificates or other documentary evidence) showing the rectification remediate of the deficiencies specified in the GACP inspection report;

c) Within 20 days from the date on which the rectification report is received, the receiving authority shall assess the result of deficiency rectification by the facility and conclude the level of its GACP compliance:

- If the result of deficiency rectification makes facility comply with GACP: The receiving authority shall update information on the maintenance of GACP compliance of the facility on their website. If the facility applies for the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials in the inspection application, the receiving authority shall issue the said certificate following Form No. 03 under Annex I to this Circular.

- If the result of deficiency rectification shows that the facility still fails to comply with GACP, the receiving authority shall issue a notice about contents that need to be continuously rectified and submitted in additional reports. The extension period for additional rectification and report is 45 days from the date on which the notice is issued.

d) Within 90 days from the date on which the inspection record is signed and the facility fails to submit the rectification report or the rectification results fail to meet the requirements after rectifying as set forth under Point c of this Clause, the receiving authority shall issue a notice on failure to comply with GACP and depending on the nature and severity of the violations, the receiving authority shall adopt any of the measures under Point a and Point b Clause 3 of this Article.

3. If the GACP inspection report concludes third-degree compliant facility as specified in Point c Clause 4 Article 12 of this Circular, depending on the nature and severity of the violations, within 10 working days from the date on which the inspection report is issued, the receiving authority shall adopt any of the following measures:

a) Revoke the issued Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials and removed the published GACP compliance inspection results uploaded on website of the receiving authority;

c) Impose administrative sanctions according to administration sanction laws.

4. Within 05 working days from the date on which the facility is concluded that they have satisfied the maintenance of GACP compliance or from the date on which the decision to revoke the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials is made due to failure to maintain the GACP compliance of the facility, the receiving authority shall update the GACP compliance condition on their website with respect to the GACP compliant facility or communicate with the facility that fails to maintain the GACP compliance.

5. If the herbal material specimen collected by the inspectorate during the inspection process is found to violate the quality, the receiving authority shall take actions against the violation as per law.

Article 16. Procedures for inspection and processing results of inspection of change of GACP compliance 
1. Receipt of application:

The facility applying for inspection of change of compliance with GACP shall submit 01 application and 01 CD or USB containing the documents specified in Article 11 of this Circular and pay the appraisal fee as set forth by the Minister of Finance to the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam (the receiving authority) whether in person, by post or online through the online public service system of the Ministry of Health.

2. Sequence of receipt and appraisal of the application:

Upon receiving the complete application, the receiving authority shall issue a notice of receipt following Form No. 02 under Annex I to this Circular. If the application is incomplete as per law, the receiving authority shall request the facility to complete the application if it is submitted in person or within 10 working days from date on which the application is received, the receiving authority request the facility in writing to complete the application as per law if it is submitted by post office or online.

3. After the date on which the receiving authority furnishes the facility with the receipt form, the facility may conduct any of the following revisions:

a) Revisions to the establishment decision or the certificate of satisfaction of business conditions;

b) Revisions to the organizational structure and personnel of the facility while ensuring the requirements and conditions of the technical department in charge of the herbal material cultivation and collection of the facility.

4. Within 01 month from the date on which a satisfactory application is received, the receiving authority shall appraise the application, carry out site inspection at the facility as specified in Clause 2 and Clause 3 Article 12 of this Circular if the facility:

a) changes the area of any herbal material cultivation and collection site in the areas sharing the same soil and climate conditions; or

b) changes breeds, breed selection procedures, propagation procedures; or

c) makes changes during the herbal material cultivation process: the fertilizer/feed ratio, time for fertilizing/providing supplements; or

d) makes changes during the herbal material collection and processing process: collection time, collection methods, processing conditions (temperature, humidity, excipient/additive ratio); or

dd) makes other changes, thereby causing serious impacts to the quality of the herbal materials; or

e) makes changes other than those specified in Clause 3 of this Article.

5. In case of an site inspection specified in Clause 4 of this Article, the handling of the revised GACP satisfactory inspection results shall comply with Article 13 of this Circular.

Article 17. Reissuance of Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials in the event of loss or damage
1. The facility shall submit an application form for the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials following Form No. 1D under Annex I to this Circular.

2. Within 05 working days from the date on which such application is received, the receiving authority shall reissue the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials following Form No. 03 under Annex I to this Circular.

Chapter IV
INSPECTORATE CONDUCTING INSPECTION OF COMPLIANCE WITH GACP FOR HERBAL MATERIALS AND PRINCIPLES AND STANDARDS FOR COLLECTING NATURAL HERBAL MATERIALS
Article 18. Composition and standards to be satisfied by members of an inspectorate
1. An inspectorate consists of:

a) the chief and the secretary affiliated to the receiving authority;

b) at least 01 member: the representative of the National Institute of Medicinal Materials;

c) 01 member: the representative of the Department of Health of a province or central-affiliated city (hereinafter referred to as “Department of Health”) where the herbal material cultivation, collection, processing and storage area is available;

d) at least 01 member: affiliated to the receiving authority;

e) other members at the request of the chief of the inspectorate.

2. A member of the inspectorate must satisfy the following standards:

a) He/She must obtain at least a bachelor’s degree and has been trained in pharmacy or agriculture, plant protection, agronomy, herbal material quality control and pharmaceutical management;

b) He/She has been trained in GACP, GACP inspection, and has a thorough grasp of GACP principles and standards;

c) He/She must be honest, objective and stringently compliant with the regulations of law during the inspection process and must not create any conflict of interest with the inspected facility as specified in Clause 3 of this Article;

d) The chief of the inspectorate must have at least 02 (two) years of experience in pharmaceutical or traditional medicine management.

3. Principles of assessment of conflict of interest: A member of the inspectorate shall be considered to have a conflict of interest with the inspected facility in any of the following cases:

a) He/She used to work or participate in providing consulting services for the inspected facility in the last 05 years;

b) He/She is receiving financial benefits from the inspected facility;

c) His/Her spouse, child, parent, biological sibling, father or mother-in-law is working for the inspected facility.

Article 19. Responsibilities and powers of inspectorate
1. The inspectorate has the responsibilities to:

a) assess the whole operation of the facility according to GACP principles and standards respectively specified in Article 5 of this Circular, updated versions of GACP principles and standards and relevant regulations; clearly record inspection contents and deficiencies found, prepare GACP inspection records and reports;

b) report the inspection results or provide an explanation to the GACP inspection report provided the facility has any disagreements with the report;

c) maintain confidentiality of all information relating to the inspection contents and the herbal material cultivation, collection, quality control, storage and distribution unless otherwise agreed upon by the facility or requested by the competent authority.

2. The inspectorate has the power to:

a) examine all of the areas related to herbal material cultivation, collection, processing and storage owned by the inspected facility;

b) request the facility to provide relevant documents;

c) collect documents, evidence (by copying documents, taking photos or recording videos) of deficiencies found during the inspection process;

d) collect samples of herbal materials to test for their quality as per law;

dd) make records, request the facility to suspend totally or partially its operations related to the violations; if the inspectorate finds that the facility commits a violation which severely affects the quality of the herbal materials during the inspection process it is required to notify the competent person thereof.

Chapter V
IMPLEMENTATION PROVISIONS
Article 20. Entry into force
1. This Circular comes into force from September 27, 2019.

2. Circular No. 14/2009/TT-BYT dated September 03, 2009 of the Minister of Health expires from the effective date of this Circular.

Article 21. Transition clauses
1. The documents submitted before the effective date of this Circular shall be process as prescribed in the Circular No. 14/2009/TT-BYT dated September 03, 2009 of the Minister of Health on guidelines for application of “Good agricultural and collection practices of medicinal plants” principles and standards according to recommendation of the World Health Organization.

2. With respect to the facilities issued with notice of receipt of declaration of compliance with GACP – WHO before the effective date of this Circular:

a) The notice of receipt of declaration of compliance with GACP – WHO shall remain effective until its expiry;

b) From the effective date of this Circular, in case the facility applies for the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials instead of the valid notice of receipt of declaration of compliance with GACP – WHO, it shall apply for re-issuance of the Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials as specified in Article 17 of this Circular. The Certificate of compliance with GACP for herbal materials is valid until the expiration date of the previous declaration of GACP – WHO manufactured herbal material acceptance form.

Article 22. Terms of reference
In the cases where any of the legislative documents and regulations referred to in this Circular is amended or replaced, the newest one shall prevail.

Article 23. Responsibility for implementation
1. The Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam shall have the responsibilities to:

a) organize the implementation, examine and inspect the implementation of this Circular on a nationwide scale; 

b) issue the GACP herbal material qualification;

c) update the list of GACP-qualified facility on the website of the Ministry of Health or the website of the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam;

d) handle complaints about inspection of compliance with GACP for herbal materials as per law;

dd) take actions violations committed by GACP-compliant herbal material cultivation and collection facilities nationwide as per law.

2. The Departments of Health of provinces and central-affiliated cities shall have the responsibilities to:

a) organize the implementation, examine and inspect the implementation of this Circular within their provinces; 

b) participate in the GACP inspectorate to assess the local facilities at the request of the receiving authority.

3. The herbal material cultivation and collection facilities, must submit annual reports on the yield of collected herbal materials that have undergone inspection of GACP compliance and have been declared compliant with GACP.

4. Chief of the Ministry Office, Ministry Inspectorates, Directors General of Departments, General Departments affiliated to the Ministry of Health, Directors of Health Departments of provinces and central-affiliated cities and other relevant agencies, organizations, units and persons shall implement this Circular.

Difficulties that arise during the implementation of this Circular should be promptly reported to the Traditional Medicine Administration of Vietnam - Ministry of Health. 
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